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National Hall was literally pucked list night
with people to hear Mr. Dooglass’ address, The
spraker was requently interrupied with ap-
plause, and he evidently made the best effort of
bis lile, The eloquence and searching politicnl
annlysis of Fred. Douglns last evening took
some of his warmes! admirers by surprise,

Mige OGreepwood, the ¥ Black Swan” sang
severil niias and ballade daring the evening
with grest noceptabihty.

Mr, Douglase wae introduced by My, William
Btill, President o! the Social, Civil, and Staus
tical A:#ociation of the Colored People of Peun-
eylvanio, and (he grea' Ireedmnn spoke as fol-
Jows:—

The great aud allcommanding thought ot
patniotic citizens of the United States is, ns to
how this republic cav be revdered enduring,
beneticent, and permunent, | nm here this
evening to discuss gome of 1ts dangers nad <or-
rows, or weaknesses, In ull pollidon! Insutu-
tions the sabjeot 8to sorae extent anuuwelcome
one 10 wany, for it is common O groat oot
giore to hear men speuk of the republican insti-
tutions of our repeblican Government ns the
beat Government on carth, no admirable piece
of mechanism, destined at some future period,
not far distuut or remole, to enperseds all othor
formi¢ of government,

Many men, when our ealogistic orators woull
appesr somewhat recondite as well as patriotic,
tell us of the change and the distribution of the
yurious powers under our form of government,
1 s certainly nol here this evemng rudely to
call in guestion she verviuleasing assnmptions of
govermmental soperiority onjour part which it is
natural to indalge, however nnwise it may be
thlﬂ Lime, .

Tney are consonint with national pride, con-
sonant with untional seli-love; and when they
wre not employed, as they too olten are, in the
gervice of n blind, unreason ng, stabbora, auid
obsunnte funaticisio and conservatism, they are
eomparatively harmiess, aithoug they may not
always be comsouant with good tas.e are hoard,

1t 8, however, well to remnd tnis cluss ol
American bearors and speakers Lhat they are
not alope In this species of eulogy, that Lonere
are other men reputed wise and good n other
purts of the planet who appear just a= contdent
of the excellent ¢ualities of their pecualing
government, of monarchical armswcracy or
nutocracy, as we are of the good qualitios of
our own, anil not a few of these have alrendy
voted our repablioan experiment a fnllure: they
already have detected sigus of decay, and have
predicted that at sume day, not very distant,
our beautitul republtican institutions will have
to Eive plice to nuother Government, a sironger
an
we

more absolute Govervment than the ove

have, Those who eutertain these opinions
are nol entirely withoot reason for them, And
nrvre Hepublican, every lover ol his couutrf,
must wish toese reasons fewer and less visible
than they are, The fact is that the ballot-box,
upon which we have relicd s o proteotion from
the pagsione of the multitade, has falled us,

roken down under us,

Alarge sectiona! minority of the people, united
aod animated by sectional fnterest, have com-
bined, and for four long years linve resisted the
constitutional anthority of thls Government, 1s
regarded as a telling argument agalpst the
travelling assumptions of Americans in favor of
the permanence und siability of our republican
wetitutions. But this is not the only reason
which they huve arrayed aguinst us, They

oint u¥ 10 the fuct that we dil not meet this

oudle, this resistance to the constitutional
aathority of the Government. in anything like a
mianly, heroic, comprebensive, and wise spirit;
that, in fact, we met It wilh apathy, tardiness,
hesitation, (ioubt. a fealing of uncertsinty whiokh
no Governwent in Burope ever exhibited in the
pregence of u combination to overthrow it: and
they 1egard that as an evidence of our decay as
& nauon, and of the fAnal substitution of some
Other form of government for the present one,

They polnt us, also, to the besilation, the
doubt, the apparent want of courage on the
part of this Government in the matier of recon-
struction, now that the Rebellion bas been pat
down, 'ftmy int us, moreover, to the facl
(apparently at least) that the Amerionn Govern-
ment hos yet to demonstrate to the world 1ts
abithty and ite dlsrosl:iun to punish traitors nn
the one hand, and reward loyalty on the other
band; a Government that cannot hate cannot
love; and & Governmyunt that cannot hate teai- |
tors, cannot love and respect loyal men,
(Cheers,) They point us 1o the fact that the
bristling buyonets ol this Government of ours
are no louger a protection for loyal men in the |
Rebel States; that loyal men by the seore—by
tho hundred—bave been deliberately slaugh-
tered in the presence of the Star-Spangled Ban.
ner in New Orleans; and that at this hour the
murderers are still st large, unquestioned by
the law, unpunished by Justice, unrebuked by
?hgypfllll:'l;g opinion of thé neghborbood where |

No such thing as this conld exist in any other
Government ou earth, They point us,” more-
over, to the fact that there ts an absence of
patlonal honor sod national gratitude in the
Government, which, in its extremity, Invoked
the lron arm ol the uearo o its defense; und
bas deliberately, vince the war, placed that
same loyal class vnder the pollitioal heel of
the former traitors (cheers)—they polnt us 10
the low standard of political morality every-

wh prevalent in this country; how riotouns [
AWID oan cimb to the high places in the
na The best pattern of @ wember of Coy-

in some districts is a Bst— (laughter and
applause)—the worst elements of American
soclety come uppermost.

They point us also to the antagonisms that
exist between the Executlve and Legislative
branches of our Government, tho Indecent husty
with which wo sacrifice permanent Interest for
mere temporary trigls, and they regard all these
a8 aigne of a decline and fall of our grest repub-
Neap experiment; they tell us that the lives of
republics have been unsatistactory, wshort,
slormy, aud that our Government will ‘prove no
exoeption to the general ro e,

| and the #
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New, why do | refor to this nufavorabic Judg-

ment of our political lnstitutions ¥ Not cartainly

10 ipdarse them, nor tocombat them, but stmply

&8 A rerson, ant 1o weigh them very tally, and

itk & more impartial jodpment, than we bavo
mtherto done, T ond ko these things s motive
for senrchine out tha defects ol our Government ;
10 afcvriain, i1 possible, how far the machine is
responsble fur the drwv’lopmmt- ol charnglor to
which 1 have alluded; or how these develop-
mente can be traced o another cause — whether,
in tact, the fault w in the machiue, or in the
men who run the machine. For we must nll
urimit ibat repubtiean governments undermine
und destroy manly charsoter of they loster base-
ness, 01 cherish and reed Ingratitude snd mean-
uess, 11 they dostroy manly cheracter iustend
ol vlevating manly charncter, lot us haye done
with republican and instal some other form of
vovernment more tavoarsble to the development
ol manhood., )

Let me state the whaole of the case in {his in-
quirg. Now that our Government is broken up,
as 3t were, and the work of reconsuuction is
takiog place, | am here lonight to delend the
theory of rnﬂiml. complete, and comprobensive
1econstroction, which ghall set our Goyernment
Tight. We Amovcan citizons have to degide
the torm of our Government: and we can at
lenst examine our Government, We are ut
liberty to discuss overy leature of i, to examine
and iry and test it by every rule of Inw and fea-
son nnd logle, There 15 nothing more tho-
roughly establiehed in this country than lhe
1ght of [rev mquiry,

The material with which =ome men would
appesr to weigh or discuss the \mportance of
our stitutions Is decidedly <plendid. We can

, have no superetitions revercuee for our Constl-

tution.  This s the time 1o gencrate such s
roverence. Place I on such n loundation that
nelther darkuest, nor smoke, nor thoaoder, nor
lehtning, nor whirlwind, nor tempest, nor uny
uther disturbance oan nfmku it, nd h will be
revereneed.,

While we respect W for what it s, we atlivm
of it that it wus the crention of mas—men ke
unlo ourselves, In oneé respect, however, we
cun afford to say something of the fundumental
structure of our Government., It was n man's

contrivance, as 1 have alleged, desigoed with |

! more or less wisdon to wuke soclety happy,

promote hberty and order, and, in the laguage
of tbe Constitusion itself, to form a more pos-
leet union, and e-tublish justice, promote the
general werlare, provide for the common defense,
and secure the bilessings of lberty to ourselyves
and to onr posterity. It s, at least, an honest
Constitution, It does not ask respect on any
mound of a4 superstitions character, bul ity n
mman justroment, mado to promote human
objects,

While T discard all the F‘onrth-of-.lulr OxIFi-
vaganees, 1 capnot but ofler my humble greati-
tule to the tathiers who framed ihe Consticu-
tion, that they were able to put into it as
wuch of wisdom, truth, and goodness as they
did. My enrly experience in life was not
favorable 10 the development of patinotism, or
reverence for oor justitutions, and the hke,
and yet I can =ay what this Uonstitution, in
many of Iis fealures, is based upon the eteinul
rock of aEes,

I'think the men who fraced it are entitlod to
the profonndest gratitude of manking, if for
nothing more than tais, that, agiiost the temupta-
tion to do otherwise, they have given 1o usa
Constiturion free from bigotey, iree from a4ecin-
llanism, tree from complexional distinctions,
In the eye of that grest instrument there are
neither  Jews nor  Grecks, barbarians  or
Seythians, but fellow citizens of n comuwmon
country, There i3 neither black nor white = we
are uhl one, and our Constitu'ion wis so framed
Imrpmel_\r. Whenever the galling chaius of
rondage burst [rom about the podies of the en-
g ayed, each and all of them immediately nise to
any position in the common couniry lor which
their talents and character might At thee.
({Cheers,)

But wise ag this grea'
mapy other points, 1t is but a humuan instrument,
and, Like all human performnnees, has s
detects, It 1= the work ol men strugeling lor
their independence, with their full proportion
of the prejudiocs and limitations of men, time
snd experionce; and the erer-dnereasing tight of
knowledge hus rovealed detecis and errvors in
our Constitution which, in my judement, mast
'.l;r‘l‘”r.'muw_'tl. or prove iatal Lo every institution
uhke,

The national complacency with which we
contemiplated the Conslitufion under the aspeet
of the wor of the Rebellion, 20 thar that check,
apparently, seems likely to beabout as hransient
in duricion na It was violent inata inception
the complacency ariing from the fact that we
met the Rebellfon, that we conqured the Rebeis,
sround them to powder, scatiered them to the
tonr winds, showed the vigor aud streszth of
the structure of onr Governmenr, | thiuk iz all
wrong, The right view of thut strogele 1=, that
Iustend of disolosipg to us the inherent strencth
of our institutions, it only reveals to us their
aerlous wenkness 1na more glaring light than
we have ever before seen them. 1t should lead
us to search out the sources of nutioual wenk-
utas, and tu this hour 1o go to work like rensible
and patrio.ie mensto muke weak pluces strong,
and the sirong places atronger,

The suppression of the Rebellion was o granid
achievement, but applanded as that was, |
ulmrl{ deny that it reflected the least credit
upon the structure of our Government and Con-
glitution. And how are we to explalu our =ue-
cesg? Thereis only one way, It 18 this—that
during the last two years of the Rebellion oo
gallant armies fonght on the slae of humun
nuture, libertyl and fraternity, and human
brotherhood, aud in proportion as our Govern-
ment, was faithful to thege grand soul-inspiring
ldeus, 80 were 1ts viclorics and 80 8 reverses,
(Cheers,) The Rebels fought well, They fougut
(l{:.v'pcmlel{; Invisible chuins were about thea,
entangled by the chains of thelr own bondmen,
and deep down in thelr own souls there was na
neonizing volee that cried tremblingly to them,
They strupgled, not merely with gigantic armies

&ﬁl of our veteran generals, but they
struggled with the moral sense of the nineteenth
century, and hence thelr fuilure, In my judg-
ment,

Another secret of our success was this:—-We
happened, for it was only a bappening, to have
i the Presidentinl chair an honest man.
(Cheers,) It was our exceeding good fortune
that Abrabam Linecoln aud not William H.
Seward received the nomination in 1860, Had
William H, Seward, had Millard Fillmore, hnd
John Tyler, or bad that vilest embodiment ot
ingraticude und baseness, who shall be nameless
now (laughter and cheers), occupied the Presi-
dential chalr, the Government o
so prottd to-day, maght have heen ouly & muttor
of bistory.

regard the last three mouths of Mr,
Buchavan’s administration as  most instroe-
tive, espeglally in regard to the sources ot
dunger snd weakness \p our republioan form of
povernment, It showed how completely the
liberiies of the Americnn people are at the merey
ol u bad and wicked President and his Cabinet,
(A volce, "That’s s0.") We saw during those
thiee months our army, navy, und munitions of
wir elther scsttered 1o the four winds, or plaged
ut the alsposn]l of wicked men who were piot-
ting the destruction of the Guvernment, and we
were eompelled 1o sit helpless, We conld neither
move bhand nor foot; we sat bitlng our thumbs 1n
silence, unuble 1o help ourselves during the
tme. We were in g mighty stream, with all our
hbertiea nt stake, a falthiess pilot on board; in
6 mighty stream, whose current we nelther
could resist norcontrol.  Wo were In a bhelpless
munner swept on and on towards an awtul
catarnct of ruln, then thundering in the distance;
we saw no help for the Republie until the honest
mun, Abrabam Liuwcoln, came to the res.cue.
(Cheots, )

But it is sad to think that helf the glory,
bonor, and moral advan'age to this nation ot
the grest beneficent messures already adopted
were lost—lostin the meanness of their perforin-
ance. Hven for the abolition of slavery we Lave
no one o thsok; wo have not the nation to
thank for that by any means, What was dove
in that direction was done reluctantly, We are
ubout as juslly required to thank the American
people for emeucipatiug the slaves as Pharsob
of uld was entitled to the thanks of the Teraglites
from releasing them from bondage, (Cheers.)
For it was ot until judament, wide spresding,
far reanhing, and overwhelming, overtook “l.?ﬁt
wok not until we saw the Southern borizon

,mper is on this and

which wo ure |

stadded all sround with enlitary disasters, that
we consented to parl with onr roverence for
slavery, and Lo arm the black man lu delense of
the flag, (Cheors,)

Oh that we could bave dope thls from a
hioly, sacred cholee of right for the rlt:ht'n anko,
tor the truth's snke, for man's pake ! Oh that
it could have been done irom & high and holy
maotive of dis nterested booevolonee | Ay it was
it hus gome into history ma simply o o
military strategy or nroossity, Justice had bui
litile to do with it,

Well, 1 am takioe aline tine withoat som-
ivg to the sabject ol \bie evening, the Souroes
of Dunger 1o our Republic,

I tuke these to be of 1wo olases, The firet
may be described as Intertor, and the second as
axterior. | shall discass thew in the order now
stated,

Mr, Fresident, et me abserve, 0! the ontaet,
that in this comprebensive statement | conoede
notbing to those who hold to the doctrine of
the inborent wenkness of the republie, Our
sources of danger and wenkness are not neces-
sarily connocied with republicaniam; they are
not eesential to ity they are allen to our re-

publicon institutions: they are dewily polsons |

mken futo our system by necident,

Our Goverunent was framed under condi:
tione fasorabie to a purely republican govern:
ment, The result was, the Constitution wus
projected and completed under the shadow of
monarchicnl institntions and slavery institn-
tlons, and it bes received its coloring largely
from both these sources, Nor is this to be
wondered al. A mao's surtoundlugs may exert
but & linited influence upon him; he may
eusily throw them off, but only & hero can
throw off .-nllrel'] the influence of enrly sur-
roundings and tra ning; and mankind ean
uever immediately be emancipated either from
eluvery or mooarchy; and a century i& not too
much to obliterate all treces of a former
bondage.

The fathers of this republie, born in the pre-
fenee of slavelry, or under mon=zohical \ustitu-
tlong, also naturally enough, while they con-
teivod the great priveiples ol the Declaration of
lvdependence as the Inw of this Government,
wlen they eame 1o the practioal work for
nakivg o Goverumenu', we all know that they
did plant something of the aristooratic element
of the Government under which they bad
formurly lived. This was their mistake. and it
wysl now be corrected. or you muast muke up
vour mind to bld farewell to yoor republvan
Government, You must either have a purely
tepublican Government or you must have a
monarchical Government, one or the other,

The eclectic principle may work well in medi-
cine, but it does not work well in matters of
government.  Here we must have unity of iden
nnd object—a concord of method, as weil as of
principle—in order to a permanent and pros-
perous result,. Now, #o far am [ from conceding
auything to thore wuo hold that republican
goveinments ore weak in themselyes, believe
that a republican form of governnient i# the
stiongest government on earth,.  (Cheers.)

I am here to-night, a8 gennine Democrat, to
ndvocaty democruey in its purity, So iar jrom
repsrding 8 republican Govermmnent as neces-
surily wenk, it Is the strongest and best Govern-
ment suown 10 the children of men, 1 am
here, m fnet, to advoeate & gennine republic as
nealust o fulse and spurious and sham repablie.
(Cheers, ) Only make this repoblic & zenuine
tepublie, eliminadng  all  joreign  eloments:
sirike out from sl L;.mr form ol government
everything looking autcorney; make it in
fact, as It I8 in thuowr & Government of the
peuple, by the people, for the people aod the
whaole people.  (Cheers.)

I'ufl out from it everything that looks away
Irom tie people to the individual, or to the
cligarchy; str ke out everything that makes it
rest upon aclass; let it be a Government ench
for all, and all for each—the bluck man for the
W hite, aod the white mau for the black, Drive
no wan from the ballot-box because of hia color,
and keep no woman itom it on acgount of nel
teX.  (Applause,)

Let the Government rest squnrely down upon
the shoulders of the people; let there be no
shoulder in the lend that dues not bear it il
proportion of the Government; let there be no
intellect, no heart, no soul in the land bt is
direcily and practically responsible, to the fall
glare of its I‘LH)ucit}‘. for the honor, wisdom, and
virtue ot the Government., (Cheers,)

Lot it be completely democratic, resting upon
the whole people. Take lrom it everyraing that
limits its power or its benevolence, or mars s
benuty, Let It rest squarely down upon the
whole people, sod I =ee¢ no reason why this
Governmwent may not stand and tHodarsa walle
the world endures,

The tiret ource of dnnger to which I will call
Jour attention, und which has been spoken of
wgrent deal of late, 18 the one man power, |
rejotee to kpow thal the uat on 18 at last star-
tled into the consclousness of the existence ol
the oveman power., If Jefl, Davisa taught us
the folly ol tostering the sluve power, Andy
Jobnson has taught us, bevond wizdom, the
absurdity of rostering In our form of Government
the one-man power; and If his reign shall
inspire us with u determination te revise the
Coustitution of the United Stutes al this point,
and to lmit and elrcumscribe this one-man
power, bis scesdental ocoupaucy of the Presi-
dential chair will not prove the unmitlgated
cilumity we bave sometimes been nccustomed
to regard it, (Cheers.)

Air. Seward hae been a great denl laughed at
for calting Audrew Johnson king, introduciog
him 10 4 Michigan audience as King or Presi-
denl, evidently regarding the one title as appro-
piinte ss the other. T think he wus not far frem
the troth, and the uile was, to some extent st
least, appropriate, for the fact 1=, Andrew John-
rom to-day is invested with kingly powers, and
exercises them fo an extent which would bring
to the block nlmost any polentate in Kurope,
(Rensatlon,)

I1 he has recently overstepped these powers,
4B fume of us think be has, and at times mise
toeken in the singular coudition of s mind
{which are qtalte too frequent}, mistaking him-
sl lor the U
dent of the United States—{laughter)—tho
explanation is not to be found eume!]v in his
nopbounded egotism, but in our Constitution.
But, happily, by thls Constitution our King
canuot relgn during life,

But be can reign long enough to commit any
number of mischieyons acts, und so defeat the
most beneficent measures of our Goyvernmoent,
It e trae we have the right to choose our
President, which 18 & very lmporiant vight, and

| therein it onr distinctive advantage over the

subjects of a ferelgn yoke. I admat that It is
something to be nble to pot a wmun out of
autbority when he does not behave wel, bat |
hiave taken & more sober view of the freedom of
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oited Stateg instead of the Presi- |

the American people to eleet their oflicers |

tecently thun formerly,

When I was a slaveT vsed to think it quitea
large degree of lberty that, at the cud ol encn
year, if 1 did not like my master 1 coold get
another. Ishad the right to choose Wim agam,
or another in his place. I was quite delighted,
indeed intoxien'ed, with this précious privileze
ol seleclime another master, snd duriug the
year, il T got an exira kick or ouff, the thongut
would come to me, “Never mind, old fellow, [
will shake you off al Christwas,” (Laughter,)
But atter avwhile, as T grow older, und a tritde
wiser, | cume to the conclusion that it was not
ancther master that I wanted, Not & new mas-
ter, or 4n old one, but no master at all, (Great
uppluuse.) Toatin fsct what I wanted was Lo
10 he my own Wiuster,

From this Hitle ftem of my experdence in
slavery, | have managed to read quite an elabo
rate chapter of philorophy, spplicable. I think,
to the Amerioanu people at this twe, What the
Ameriesn people want ts not another master ot
any time; not A pew one, or an old ome, But
they want the people themselves, ever, at il
timeg, in times of pence snd in time of war, Lo
be thelr own masters, and control thelr own
affalrs,  (Cheers.)

It 8 not so now, Itis Massa Johnson now.
(Laughter.) It Is true we are free, 4ud while
we are pulting & plece of paper inthe bailot-
box—1 will not say how the numes get on the
paper— thal would betray 100 great an ncquaint-
ance with politios— (lsoghter)—we are fr-e
while we are voting, but once he is elagted,
once he strides the national anlmal, bis feet in
the stirrups, his hand upon the reine, and puis
the spurs in the sides of the anlma), he cun rule
thie counlry as despotically as wuny crowned
hesd in Furepe, sndg you know it,

A one-man power k here, You are fré, bhefore
he 8 clected; but enco Wb s he 18 then tho
master of the situation. Yes, | aftiym that the
President of the United States @am role this
Government with o contempt for the opinions
unid winkies of the people, at epery stags of bils
administration, wliwh no «rowacd hestd In
Eorope dare manifest towarde the wishes aud
wants o the prople who are represented In the
Government,

Thi= 1= the sia'cof the oase, anl 1 contend
that it oughi not o be #o, *hy. when the
Prime Minieter of Bogland fe ouleoted in the
Howse of Commons on any lmpoiiant
he eonstruoes that vola Into n vole of want of
cont deage in bim by the country, He says:—*'[
no longer répresent the views and wishes of the

| country, and lor this resson [ will lay the seals

| morning,

of my ofioe at the fool of the throne, and
require the throme to rall same other mon to
power who can administer the Government
more in harmony with the wishes= of the peopla,

| but you might vole down Audrew Johnson

every month, and vote down Seward overy
(Laughter.) T toink he would never
reslgn, or either of them, (Great cheoring.)

They nre at the head of the ple. They say
the peuple are mistaken ; they don't kpow
what they want, Over there they respect the
upintons ot th: people; over hore they treat
them with the ntmost coutempt. I have seen
men invited to resign, but | have nover seen a
mwan who has necepted the invitation. Your
mun Cowan was invited 1o resign: Le thought
you were mistuken. Doolittie was also invited
10 resdgo : be thought his copstituents were mis-
taken. Once in the stirrups, they are there, ns
the man suid to the horse at the foot of the hill,
{Cheers. )

Let us oxamine the questions that enter into
the one-mun power. The tiret to which I call

our attemiion is the immense patronnge in the

ands of the President. A hundred millions ol
‘ollars per snnum in times of peace, and un-
counted thousands ol millious in times of war,
#re put in bis hands for distribution among his
pohiticnl iriends, What a power! What a cor-
rupting power! Now, is there not ingenuity, 1s
there not ki)l enough in the American peoplo
1o alter thi*r amangement, this com uptﬁm
artangement; lor while the President can place
& man in otlice because of hie political opinlons,
not for any ftnees for the posiuen, and put
another out of office becnuge ol the difference
ol opmfon, it s for ug to ace, and to see at
once, thut this s an assauls upon integrity and
lrm-d’om of opinion.

Who does not see that it is corrupting, in that
it holds out a templation 1o n man to agree with
the President, not because of the wisdom and
{ll.ﬂllt‘e of his position, but because in that way

i¢ can get somethlog in exchange for his souf,
We don't want this powerin the hands of one
man to buy up men.  Atany rate, we can'go to
fbis extent, and | am glad Congress is locking

inabat duection, and that is, that the Constitu-

| indorse the President's polic,yl;
¥

tion of the United States now provides that the
Preaident cun appoint by and with the conscnt
of the Senate ot)the Uniled States—we can go to
the whole extent of demanding that the whols
power required to appoint, as also (o remove o
min from office, shall be in Congress, (Cheers. )

At present it 18 not so, for while it requires
the President and Senste to appuint, the Pres-
dent wlone removes, and by that means makes
of nou-efli et the constiiutional guarantee thut
the Sengte shall be consulied also,

But | must hasten. This vnst smount of
money lodged sny where oniside ot the Govern-
went would prove a dangerous lever of destrug-

ueation, |

—_  — |

That the veto power Lins sometimes bas | used
very benefiaiaby admit, That it has been the
means of arresting hasty legislation T admil,
That ite reculln power Is sometimes frequently
and wihely used, i no proof that wo should ap-

rove despotic power to the powar of the paople,
fknow what I eald, that there must be some
check upon a fanatioal majority. AMr. Johnson
himsell haes been on o %llgrunlxe of late, sand-
wiched between two heroos, one of the laad
and the otuer of the rea, wending his woy from
the Atluntie to the Missisappl, pmchm;iw the
people of the danger of frus to mujoritics,

ell, if this thing be true, then our republican
Institations are At faolt, This 15 an areument
against republieanism, it it be trie that majori-
ties are likely to be more despotic than indi
viduals, Then let us have an fodividoal toy-
ornn.ent; let us have Androw Johnson as Die.
tutor or Emperor; or, let us have something
that ia arbitrary, itbat 18 despotic in it con-
trol over ue. But don’t beliove it: T don't
hieliave it; no roan believes i1, 1 know that
républics and republican majoriiies san be arvi-
trory, have peen so, but 8o to whom ? It abi-
teary st all, they are so to an unrepresontod
clnss of men, They baye been =o towards tie
black map, townrds the slave, Tney have en-
forced };rnalt.'.es. ennotod laws, that had nu elo
ment of the direet cruel'y and injustice In them,
And towards whom ! Never towards repre-
sented clnsses, alwaye towards the unrepre-
simied, What, then, is the remedy ?

Why it is to have our Government consistent,
and have no unreprescuted classes i it (groat
cheers): then the rights of all classes will be
sure loh-creprm'.ut If the Government of

.

(Laughter and oh n.') At the very mention
of wmpeachment, Wall sfreet tarny pale, It
brings the President before us in n more power-
ful atuitude, The Commandor-in-Chief of the
Army und Navy, he thon comes befors "i

an

murdrlolh’l;e:t ;ml nm‘n‘:. with t:m purse
aword in and, and the necess getling »
i o i ut’m“
ent hore oulwe a
almost makes o two-tbhird wl‘n kick the

. You must have two-thirds in the Hoose sn

twa-thirde in the Senate besldes,

You have
' to get abend of hun some way or l-llmh::. g

Great Brituin can be trusted without the inter- |

Bo-luou ol the veto, why may not the United
SP“‘ ?c enttusted with the Senate of the Uniled
ntes
1 have looked down upon both bodies while
In sevsion, sud I must say, wolte I have no
desire to bestow any unmeérited eulogy on the
Amerieans, that the House aud Senato s tully

equal 1o the House ot Lorde and Commous of

Great Britain, Inall the olements that go to mwake

i up the wlse and eloquent sod brillinot delibera-

| BYOEY reg

tion to uur Sovernment in the oands of an I

enemy, It hasalready given rise to the most

dlgraceiul nod disgustivg 1wmorality in regard |

to ihe Government,

Notblog so illusteates the degrading tendency

of this patronage thau the many proverbs
already in c'renlation coneerning 1t, for to Mr.
Marcy is atiributed the saying toat *To the
vivtor Lelong the spoils;” and from ex-Governor
Itandull, Postmaster-General, we have the
bluckgourd assertion that no man should ent
the Presulent's bread and butter tha' does not
It Is an attack
upon the putional integrity, breaking down
individuel integuity, by placing the houors and
emoluments of office ns against independence
and jodgment, I am tor imiting this power in
the hands of the President,
Then am for abolition. I am an olil-
Hishioned Abolitonist. I am for the abolition
ol the “two terms” principle. Wherever else |
may mest with response, bese [ expect co-operas
tion.  The “two terms" prmcip'le is, In my
hunble judgment, one of the very worst sle-
mcnts of our Constitution, in that, so soon as u
mun 8 elected to the Presidential chnfr, he 1s
fuinished with & motive to enter upon schemes
for his re-clection to that office, and ne comes
up to the duties of that oftfice witt a heart and
a v ind divided, instead of being nmited in behalr
nfor in di-charze of his duties. He 1s parily Pre-
floent, and partly chiefol the Presidential party.
At once it [urnishes a motive for snch a distribu:
1on of the patronnge of this Government as shall
invor his re-election,

It may be snid, as it was satd la the Convens
ticn by that wise and excellont patriot, Alex-
ander Huamilton, that the prospect that tae Pre.
sident may serve two terms Instead of one
furniehes to u President & motive for good beha-
vior, for the faithinl performance of his duty,
I sdmit the force of the urguwent, The apswer
to1t I8 this—that & man who does not find @
all-sutliolent motive for devoting all his mind
and heart aud soul to the discharge of the dut es

|

tive aesembly, wo stand their peers, equal in
ot (Cheers.) [ those muy be trastod,
why not theze?

A mwan told me, when in Eugland, that be-
loved and honored as was Queen Vietorls, if
she should venture to veloa measure alter it
had been reguiarly passed vy the Hoaso of
Commona and House of Lords, it would come
near costing her hor erown: and yet i this
countiry r)-mu* President can thwart your
House of Representutives, your Congress, at
eyery turn with his vetog and we acquiesos,
What a mighty handy sct of people generally !
(Sensution,) )

Aunother thing I wonld have done —that is, to
aholish bis pardoning power. Lot us have the
Immon.nnrlmnly, but let the President have
ess to do withit, 1 am in iavor of hmiting
his power at thik point. The same argument
resorted o agminst the verto 8 pertinent as
against this paraoniag power, During the puast
yvar it has been & corn with whiceh o iratlic in
trenson, to win personsl friends aud co-opera.
tion and alllance, instead ol loyal obedience to
thet laws of the land; let us bave done with this
pardoning power,

1 am also for abolizhivg secret diplomacy, ne
another Goverpment wenkness, You canuoi—

erhups it I= nor necessary yon shonli—know
now that is managed. It 15 n power in the
bhands ot a bad President snd a bad Cabinet—
for e will be sure wo bhave ggbad Cabinet, be-
canse he could no! get a good one —and this
nation might b conducted into the juws of o
terrible war, and be perfectly helpless, We
cannol #ay when (lie nation 15 to be at war, and
the alternative may be presented st auy time,
Unwilhng that our coantry should he beuten,
We resor: 1o arms under the mspiring moiio of
“var conntry, right or wrong.”

In England when the Prime Mindster e neg -
tiating with foreign powers, any member of
the Cabinet who stande inthe House ot Com-
mon#, gnd any other member, ¢an rise in his
ilace, and demuand to know of that Cabinet
linister what fs the policy of Government
townids France, towards America, Russia, or
towards any otbher power, rnd that minsier
must  answer aflirmatively, vegatively, or
evasively, and often the evaslve an<wer ig the
most expressive; but here in this coupwry, our
Exeeutive, with his Cabinet sitting nway oif i

| another house, carrying on 1ts private corres.

of the Presidential office in the first election, |

may be relied upon not to have such confidence
in @ geeond election.

A third element of the weakness of the one-
mun power to which I wish w ¢sll attention,
ind in favor of ubolishing which 1 am, i< the
veto power. 1 want that old, despotic, and aris-
tocratie power of our Government utterly ban-
ighed Irom our Constitution. It has no business
m & republican form of government, It is anti-
democratic, ani-republican, anti-common sense,
(sensation.) It is based on & miscruble pbzurd-
ity, that one man is more W be trusted than
muny men,

While we tulk of belleving in the people, when
we come to promole a Government, we vest one
man with & power which only two-thiirds of the
people can counterbalance, It is an absurdity
in itseld. It §8 based upon the idea that one man,
with his lwited judgment, with bis limited
abilities and infirmities (and there are some of
them that have many of these who get inlo the
Presidential chair); that one man, in his
Cabinet in the White House, surrounded by
hig dliguer and cluns, his satellites his com-
rades, who bave no volee Lo contradiet him, that
Lie will bring to bear vpon public measurcs a
cooler judgment and power of l|mlrintia|:u thun
will the Congress of the United States, assem-
bled under 1he broad light of day, with the
flaming swotd of the press waving over thein,
and sworn before high Heaven faithtully to
wtiend to the claims of publie measures. 1t is
to thiuk that tbis one mun w11l act more wisely
ond more patriotically than will these hundreds
of representat’ ves,

A more glaving contradiction 1o the very idea
of republicapisin I8 nowhere found, except in
tbis iden of weto power. (Cheers,) We lon't
peed 1t; et it go. While 1 believe that two
beads are better than one, I don't believe that
one head is better thun *wo or turee handred.
Let it po; we cun gel along withont It, It iz a
retaarkable fuct thas while the veto power Is

| entirely copsistent with monarchical institu-

ticns, {t s entliely luconsistent with democratic
ipstitutions,

It has not been excrcised in England under a
monarchicel and arisiorratic Government, 1t
has not been exercised there more (hau ones in
# o ntury and a balf, while here an this repably
of the people, whiere the right of the people to
rule is adwitied, we can bave u little veto every
morning—veto an oll cecasions, It 15 u power-
ful lever tn the hande of one msn to make him-
self of conrequence; and a bad man, full of aubl-
tion, full o! pride, sell-conceit, Hudsin it o
weuns of constantly gratiiving his love ol noto-
rioty, by flinging bimsell in opposition to the
Conguress of the United States, and in aotago-
piem with the Senale of the United States,

] know not why it 1s that one man (o this
country could arvogate 1o bhimself this wer,
while thrones and dominions of the Old World
shrink 'rom its exercise. When in a Govern.
ment whire the velo is consistent, it 18 not used;
why in & Government believed to be a Gov-
arpment of the people, professed 1o be =ach &
Government, where it is Inconsistept, should It
e need 20 incessantly

pondence, may conduct us to the verge ol a ter-
rilic war, and we are perfeetlly helploss.
Another thing in our system ol governmen:
I um tor wbolishing is the Viee Presulency of
tne Unired States,  We huve had bad luck with
Viee-I'residents, (Loughkier and cheers,) Ther

|

| wish you coul

i, a5 Andrew Jackson onoe sald, & co-ordinate
braneh of the Government, He i « l:
support the Consntution, not as yon u-nagm
118 requirements, but as he understands them,

hardly deem it possible to make an amend-
ment to the Constitution, lo remove from (he
offiee nspoon as you huve no power to ommd;
then seoure tne solders, and hold Com-
mandordn Chief of the Army and Navy, You
hadu bemﬁ Ilhlnk‘iz:ce tmrﬂ:lei yn:i acy I:ot&h
matter, 8B m ¢ eney thing to say ¢
Senate, Impeach the l'remfu-m. lWhM we want
i not the mpeachment of the President, but a
limiration of the onc-man power. We want him
rimply 1o be an execotive officer, and not o
legfalative officer. (Cheers.)

I lntended to call your attention for a
mon ent (o the gmeat( anver which now
this Government and this country: it is in the
Constitutional Amendment. I think it is bot a
shade diflerent from that subwitied by Andrew
Johneon bimeelf. 1t s & mean, contemptibie,
base, and most ungrateiol betnrnl by the

eople’s loyal representatives of your only
riends at the Bouth doring the war, It leaves
to each of these Rebol Biates the right to deters
mine whether or not the black roan shall have
any politieal nghts at all  Shame on Co s
If she admits single Rebel State upon the
adoption of that nmendment | _

You are silent now, [ wish to. God that you
American le conld hato ag you love, 1
hate a little now, and there was
some hovest ipdignation bere,  (Applanse )
Yon would sacritice your ‘riends to make peace
with your enemies, but 1 wish we could only
20 back to the tume of trinl and hardship lo this
war; there was a time when the bluck man was
somebody ; when Rebel sraiies were in the field
bold and deﬂnm. then there wis room under the
Ameriean flag for sl its detenders. (Great
cheering.)

Stand by that ma*cbless old hero of Penunsyl-
vania, Thad, Stevens; uphold the hande in the
House of your gatlant Judge Kelley (cheers);

| rebuke the falterra; sinke down the one-man
| power everywhere (cbeers); make your Goye

ernment lean to the people, and away from the

| Invividual or the onc-man power: and in pro-

ts no sort of necessity lor electing Viee-Presls |

dents, When we elect a President, there {8 no
neeessity for o ready made President ot all, po
more than it would be for & wife w0 hnve o
ready-made busband, “Suflicient unto the day
is the evil thereol.”

(Cheers nod langhter.)

How I wonder we ever came todosuch things,
and ever hit upon the planot appointing one
man President at the same time we appointed
another wno shtall take his place upon the
instant of his death, reslenntion, or removal.
It was done in utter ignorsnce, apparently. of
buman nature, The argnment agaiust the Vice-
Presidents is this. Men are men, ambition is
ambition, The Presidency is a tempting baubile,
like the crown of a monurch; Is & constant
gource of temptation to the ambition of man;
and what do you de when you appoint & Vice-
President? 3
directly behind the President, and immediately
within striking distance of him, whose Interests,
whose awbition, will be instaatly subseryed by
the denth of the President, however that death
may be bronght sbout, (Sensation.)

I believe the President of tho United States
will sit more securely abd salely fo his cbair
when the shadow of the Vice-President oeases
to fall upon him. Let us have done with tue
Vice-President, Lel ng pot men's interest and
thelr duties in the same boat, How easy it |=
in A country Jiko ours o procure At aEEAssID At
any tirae! “Thire is most gure to be oot of every
fifty thousand people you can hire one assnssin
1o commit an assassination any where,

How easy it woald be for u ¢lique nnd & clun
to surround the Vice-President of the United
Stutes, Immedmtely upon the election of the
President, and sseerlain from him bow far he
sympaihizes with the President, and learn from
bim, without making bim a party to thelr in-
tentions, how he will bestow the puatronage of
the Government In case he comes In possession
of the oftice ol Presidgnt, aud then how easy it
would be toprocure the men who shoull send
the President staggering to his grave |

I don’t want u President to be exposed 10 this
danger; it is a most striking and instracting
fact, that of all the Vice Picsideuts we have
had, not one of them who hasgsucceaded a dand
President ever followed In the ootsteps of thelr

| predecessor. (Cheers.) No! John Tyler did not;

. vou know about that as wellas |

| mirdemwesnors, we have the

| of entertsinine antl slavery proclivitios,

do.
Harr:op was the ficet man elscted suaf!-leczil_«;

& g
not hold his office for-a month and was followed
by a man with a policy dinmetricully opposed 1o
that of the man with whom he was elected,
G en. Taylor wis elected with Mil'ard Fillmore,
As roon a5 It was rumored that he would not
favor paying Tesas for her claim ppon New
Mexico, and that he wis in favor of California
coming into the Union a& & free Siate, If she
desired 11, the man whom the bullets of Mexico
could not kill died, to give bis pluee to & North-
cin ayeophant, whose name 18 found at the bor-
tom of the Foglilye Biaye bill,

Aundrew Johnson and Abralam Lincoln were
elected vpon tbe same tcket, and the latter
bolds hils gent to-duy by virtue of the assassing-
tion ot the former. In my bellef, the man who
asenssinated Abraham Livcoln knew Andrew
Jolinson then 88 wo know him now. (Grear und
enthusiasiic applause, )

It Is well enough, ?orhnm. that you should
have somebody to (11 the Presidential chatr,
What is thws chair? Can you mnke un eéxecu.
tive* I will be casy In this country of swift
iravelling to gei togelher the Congress of the
Unfted Siatcs, and appoint some man to aot a8
President unnlt spch time a5 he can be elected
by the people, If we could have i vacant chair
tor glx weeks, while the President was swineing
around the tstmlo,[lnt,hlnk we could aiford to
have it vacaot for six days,

Hut If the Prosldent commits high erimes and
wer In our own

Lauds; wa cap lmpessh, wish we could !

We dor't need another., |

by, you appoint a man to stand |

portion as you do this, you make sure the per-
munence, prosperity, and glory of this great
republic.  (Enthusinetic cheering. )

CURTAINS, SHADES, ETC.
RICH LACE CURTAINS.

Lhs Rubseribers bave uow In Stock and ary ro-

| seiving f1om the late

AUCTION SBALES IN NEW YORE,

Nettingham Lace Curtains,

From Ordinary to Rich Style.
French Lace Curtains,

Frow the Loweat to the Highest Quality, sowe of
them the RICHEST MADE

AL&O,
Vestivule Lace,
Embroiderad Mualia Curtaine,
Jacquard Muslin Curtaine and
Curtain ilusling in great varety

SHEPPARD. VAN HARLINGEN & ARRISON
0 14 wiwfmrp] No. 1008 OEEB_NUT_ Streat,

_ FURNITURE, BEDDING, ETC.
MERRY CHRISTMAS.

ANRD

A HAPPY KEW YEAR.

COULD & CO.,
UNION FURNITURE DEPOT, .
CORNER NINT4 AND MARKET STHEETS.

AND
Nos. 37 and 39 North SECOND Streer,
(Opposite Christ Chuech )
Invite all 1 belr 0ld customuers, and a8 many uew onee
a8 will come, to seo thelr elegant und large pssortment

of FURNITURE, switable o r presents or othorwing,
210 bp

TO HOUSEKEEPERS
1 have alarge siock oim variely o

FURNITURE

Which I will sell st reducea prices, conslsting ore
PLAIN AND MARBLE TOY COTLAGE BUITE
W%SUT OB# bl sUITA,

FARLOR sUIT6 IN VELVET PLUSR
;uu.ou SUITE IN HAIK CLOTH,
ABLOR rUITS #N HEPS

Hidebonrds, Exlension Tabl‘n. Wardro bes, Boolicaser +
Mattrosges, Lounges, elc oo,

P. P. GUSTINE!
N, E. curner SECON D and RAUE Streeis,

ESTABLISHED

A. §. ROBINSON,
French Flate Looking-Glasses, .
EXGHAVINGS PAINTINGS DRAWINGS EIC.
Manufacturer of all kinds of

LOOKING.GLASS, PORTRAIT, AND FICTURE
FRAMES T0 ORDER,

No. 910 CHESNUT EBTILEET.
THIRD DOOR ABOVE THE CONTINENTAL.
_ “HILADWLIRIA.

;JOTION SALES,

ASOOA‘BU"I;TI‘;}&NJ‘QAB NOCK
B84 No. 240 MARKET Straot.
scoT?

JR, AUCTIONEER,
« XNo. 1020 CHESNUT BYREET.

CLOBING HALE oght(')ﬁusug OIL PAINTINGS,

vealng,

Janunry 4, 1 ‘glock. al Hootte Ary
um‘%yl}o. 1080 Chengas. tices. mili. b6 ofored abans
lt::rr ve '::7':!‘. Ict.‘;l"l;l’“ﬁ '-:ltm"' mlﬂ

[
rich gold-leal trames. 'Hln vold.‘hw :ﬁh‘ut feo-
»OTVE 0

LTNITED STATES REVENUE STAMPS —
l‘rmelp.l&}owl. No 3M CHESNUTY Hirier,
Central Lo o, 103

#, PIF (1 Stresl. one docr bol
POt heamut. " Fatabt LT aees Sbi0w

- ledvI;uu Stamps of evers description constantly on
Drdors by Mafl or Exprem promptly attended to,
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